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not only to be his
chosen place to procreate and educate
children, but also the place where the formation of saints begins. The story of the
family life of St. Thérèse of Lisieux is the story
of a holy home, an incubator of sainthood.
The primary concern of Ven. Louis and
Zélie Martin was to grow in the divine
life and to lead their children to Heaven. Everything else was secondary.
As a young man, Louis, a watchmaker, felt called to a monastic life. However,
he could not learn Latin, at that time necessary for community prayer, and so was not admitted. Zélie Guérin also felt called to religious
life, but her delicate health made her an unsuitable candidate for this austere calling. The two
met when Zélie was apprenticed to Louis’ mother, a lacemaker in the renowned city of Alençon
in northern France. They were married some
months later. Yet they had not completely forsaken a call to holy virginity, and did not consummate their marriage for a year, until their
confessor called upon them to serve God as parents. In the next ﬁfteen years, they had nine
children, seven daughters and two sons.
Their ﬁrst sorrows were crushing. Within less than four years, four of their children
died. Their hope of meeting these beloved
children again in Heaven was their only consolation. Thérèse, their last child, also came
near death. She was sent out into the countryside with her wet-nurse to give her every
opportunity for a healthier start. Eventually she joined her older sisters Marie, Pauline,
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Léonie, and Céline in a beautifully warm, loving, and holy family.
Christ was at the center of the Martin home.
The atmosphere of the home was soaked in
prayer. Daily Mass was usual. Louis and Zélie were very generous in giving to the poor and
caring for the sick. Zélie, the heart of the home,
continued to work — she had her own home
business supervising independent lacemaking
contractors, managed by Louis who had given up his own business — but there was plenty
of time for the children. In the evening, Louis
would declaim poetry and sing to the children.
Sundays were a time for family recreation —
country walks, trips to the seashore, family visits, pilgrimages.
The children, of course, were not born saints.
The most is known about Thérèse’s faults; she
was willful, stubborn, and prone to temper tantrums. Pauline was mischievous; Léonie struggled against an especially difﬁcult temperament.
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“Christ was at the center of the Martin home.
The atmosphere of the home was soaked in prayer.”
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