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the eighteenth century, Catholicism had
been persecuted in England with a ferocity
found in few other countries of Europe. It
was into this milieu of hatred and contempt for
“Papists” that Ven. John Henry Newman, the
most renowned minister of the Church of England (Anglican Church) in his generation, entered the Catholic Church and initiated the restoration of Catholicism as a vital spiritual force
in Great Britain.
John was the oldest of three sons and three
daughters of John Newman, a banker who was
a nominal Anglican, and Jemima Fourdrinier, of Huguenot (French Protestant) ancestry
who was a member of
the evangelical (“lowchurch”)
wing of
the

Anglican Church. Their eldest was a bookish,
shy, and affectionate child, and early developed a
lifelong love of drama. Although he loved reading the Bible, he lacked religious faith until, at
ﬁfteen, he underwent a conversion and became
an evangelical Anglican. He also decided that
following God’s call required him to remain single. He hated Roman Catholicism and believed
that the Pope was the antichrist, but also understood the importance of a “deﬁnite Creed.”
At sixteen John entered Trinity College of
Oxford University. Shortly after completing
his degree, he was elected a fellow (member of
the faculty) of Oxford’s top-ranked Oriel College, where he remained for almost ten years.
At twenty-four, he was ordained an Anglican
priest and, three years later, was named vicar of
Oxford University’s church, St. Mary’s. Gifted with a winning personality and formidable
intellectual, writing, and public-speaking skills,
he quickly developed a reputation as a preacher of sermons of uncommon grace and power.
By this time, he was moving toward the “highchurch” wing of the Anglican Church and, in
1830, he broke his last connections with evangelical Anglicanism.
Following a dispute in 1832, he resigned from
Oriel College and went with a friend on a seven-month tour of the Mediterranean. Ill in Sicily with malaria, he was stranded for weeks
awaiting a ship and then on shipboard wrote
his famous hymn Lead, Kindly Light. When
John returned home, a friend delivered a
sermon that set off what came to be called
the Tractarian or Oxford Movement, an effort to restore doctrinal beliefs in the face of
their ongoing erosion. He and four friends
began publishing a series of theological essays under the general title of “Tracts for Our
Times.” (In 1833, he also published The Arians
of the Fourth Century, which explored in detail the
history of the Arian heresy (holding that Jesus
was not divine) in Church history. His research
for this book was a vital element in the development of his understanding of the true Church.)
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