A ppa r itions
A spirit glided past my face; the hair of my ﬂesh stood up. It stood still, but I
could not discern its appearance. A form was before my eyes; there was silence,
then I heard a voice. ~ Job 4:15-16
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Apparition of the Virgin to St. Bernard, by Wilhelm Bernatzik, 1853-1906

“Jesus and his Mother are aware of us and care for us
in a most visible manner.”
They are events and circumstances that truly matter in
the life of the Church and its faithful members. From
experience, we know that there have been signiﬁcant
consequences, most of them good, resulting from these
phenomena. In less than a decade, the apparition of
Guadalupe resulted in the conversion of over eight
million Mexicans to Catholicism. The spring uncovered at the grotto at Lourdes has remained famous
for its miraculous healing powers, attested to by the
most credible physicians. The prophecies of Fatima,
especially with respect to Russia and to the advent of
World War II, were borne out by subsequent events
and led to the consecration of the entire world to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. The dissolution of evil
cultures has been attributed to Our Lady of Guadalupe (the Aztec empire, which engaged in massive human sacriﬁce) and Our Lady of Fatima (the fall of the

Communist empire of Soviet Russia). Such phenomenal outcomes are not necessarily attributable to the
apparitions themselves, but to their effect upon people who turned to God in conversion, in renewed lives
of prayer, and in the practice of a life of devotion that
would otherwise never have occurred.
Few if any of us may be favored with a vision, but
the events that have taken place, and others that God
may see ﬁt to allow to happen in the future, can have
an impact on our spiritual lives. We can use the stories, messages, places of worship, and opportunities for pilgrimages that dot the world as sources of
grace and spiritual renewal. We do this ﬁrm in the
knowledge that Jesus and, in these days, especially his
Mother are aware of us and care for us and our needs
in a most visible manner.
(CCC 67)
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